
*Part of ‘A Tudor Trail’ will entail the children using torches to search for Tudor graffiti. The graffiti is scratched into 

the walls in the Audley Chapel, but it is not at first very obvious. There are initials, names, tally charts, pictures of 

bows and arrows and, interestingly, lots of 'M's and 'VM' signs. When the conservators were working in the chapel they 

came to the conclusion that these VM and M signs are supplications to the Virgin Mary to protect the masons 

from harm and evil spirits while they were building the chapel. At the top of the spiral stairs there are also 2 pictures 

of gargoyle-like heads scratched into the wall. These seem to have been to keep the evil spirits out of the narrow stair 

well. The graffiti is not very easy to find, so the children will need to know what they are looking for. A sheet entitled 

‘Tudor Graffiti’ is included in this pack to help you prepare them for this part of the trail.                   
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Introductory Information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ψ! ¢ǳŘƻǊ ¢ǊŀƛƭΩ ƛǎ ŀ ŎŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ YŜȅ {ǘŀƎŜ н ǇǳǇƛƭǎΦ Lǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ 
outlined in QCA history units 7 and 8. These units are: Why did Henry VIII marry six times? (7) and 
What are the differences between the lives of rich and poor people in Tudor times? (8). For full 
details of the relevant objectives, please refer to the QCA web site at:  www.standards.dfes.gov.uk .  
 
 
The visit is made up of two separate sections: 
 

ŀ ŎŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳŘƻǊǎ ƛƴ IŜǊŜŦƻǊŘ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΩΣ  

ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ΨŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΩǎ ¢ǳŘƻǊ !ǳŘƭŜȅ /ƘŀǇŜƭ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨIŜƴǊȅ ±LLL ŀƴŘ !ǳŘƭŜȅ 

/ƘŀǇŜƭΩΦ 

 
 
The focal point and primary source for investigating the objectives in the QCA units is provided by 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΩǎ !ǳŘƭŜȅ /ƘŀǇŜƭΣ ŀ ŎƘŀƴǘǊȅ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ ōǳƛƭǘ ōȅ .ƛǎƘƻǇ 9ŘƳǳƴŘ !ǳŘƭŜȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мрллǎΦ 
¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨW.Ω ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘǿƛŎŜ ƛƴ 
the chapel: Who does it refer to? What sort of a man was he? The mystery will be solved as the 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊŀƛƭ Ψ5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳŘƻǊǎ ƛƴ IŜǊŜŦƻǊŘ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΩ Φ 
 
 
Maximum number of children: 1 class (about 30 children)  
 
Number of adult helpers: 1 for every 10 children 
 
Duration of visit: Ideally, each section should take 1 hour, but if schools have time limits to keep to, 
these can be shortened to 45 minutes. 
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Overview of A Tudor Trail 
 

! ¢ǳŘƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ мΥ Ψ5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳŘƻǊǎ ƛƴ IŜǊŜŦƻǊŘ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΩ 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ΨŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǘǊŀƛƭΩ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎŜ ǘƻǊŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛŜǎ 
about the decorative work of late medieval carpenters. They will also examine a brass and a tomb 
to discover what they can tell us about life in Tudor England. 
 
In the course of the trail they will meet a poor woman who will tell them her story and, in contrast, 
they will meet James Bromwich, a rich canon of the cathedral who was greatly favoured by Bishop 
!ǳŘƭŜȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ψ! ¢ǳŘƻǊ ¢ǊŀƛƭΩ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ v/! ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǳƴƛǘ у What are the 
differences between the lives of rich and poor people in Tudor times.  
 
Pre-visit preparation 
The trail can stand alone, it does not need preparation, but it will be more successful if the children 
do know a little about life in Tudor England. The topics that will be mentioned in the trail are: 

housing/building 
education/schooling/apprenticeships 
health/hygiene/nutrition/life expectancy 
poverty/beggars 
crime/punishment 
wealth/land 
 
 

 

A Tudor Trail section 2: Henry VIII and the Audley Chapel 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳŘƻǊ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΩǎ !ǳŘƭŜȅ /ƘŀǇŜƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ 
historical study. It reveals the creativity, craftsmanship and religious beliefs (as well as fears and 
superstitions) both of the late medieval/early Tudor craftsmen who built it and also of those by 
whom and for whom such chantry chapels were built.  
 
The children will meet Bishop Audley who commissioned the chapel and, through his story and by 
exploring the chapel itself, they will learn of the importance of religion during the time of Henry VIII.  
 
They will use torches to help find the graffiti marks of the masons who built the chapel, and hence 
discover primary evidence of the beliefs of these early Tudor craftsmen.  
 
¢ƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ΨŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩ ǿƛǘƘ IŜƴǊȅ ±LLLΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ 
ǘŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ΨIŜƴǊȅΩ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
QCA history unit 7, Why did Henry VIII marry 6 times? 
 
Pre-visit preparation 
Although the children could take part in this session without any preparation, it will run more 
successfully if they do have some knowledge about Henry VIII, his way of life, his wives and his 
reasons for marrying six times.  
 
It will be helpful if, prior to their visit, the children prepare questions they might like to ask.   
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Tudor Graffiti at Hereford Cathedral 

What is graffiti? 
 

We usually think of ‘graffiti’ as 

drawings and messages 

scribbled or sprayed onto walls, 

but the word ‘graffiti’ comes 

from an Italian word meaning ‘a 

little scratch’.  

 

By looking at the way the marks were scratched into 

the walls and working out what sort of tools would 

have been used to make them, experts can tell that a 

lot of the graffiti dates from  Tudor times.  
 

Experts believe that the graffiti was 

scratched by masons when they were 

building the chapel in the early 1500s.  

In the Audley Chapel at Hereford 

Cathedral there is lots of  graffiti 

scratched into the stone work.  
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The letter M, like this, can also be seen 

in lots of places.  
 

Why do think this is? 

And here’s a name. 
 

Can you work it out? 

These two odd looking faces look as if 

they have their tongues sticking out! 
 

Can you think why they might have been 
cut into the stone? 

 

You can look for this graffiti, 

and more, when you come to 

the cathedral.  

This is some of the graffiti. It is a V shape with 

an upside down M. There are lots of these 

marks all over the walls in the Audley Chapel.  
 

 

What do you think VM stands for? 
 
 

Why do you think it has been scratched into the 
wall so often?  
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A KS2 discussion sheet to complement the trail ‘Discovering the Tudors in Hereford Cathedral’ 

Discovering the Tudors 

in 

Hereford Cathedral 

2) Every evening, after their work in 

the cathedral was finished, the vicars 

choral would go through St John’s 

Walk back to their houses in college 

cloisters. On the way they would see 

pictures carved by carpenters in the 

wooden beams over their heads.  
 

Did you see any of these carvings? 

1) The vicars choral had houses right next to 

the cathedral. They were scared to walk 

through the city at night time. What might 

they have been scared of?    
 

… Talk about it with a fiend. 
 

Who were:  
Footpads?      Cutpurses?     Pickpockets? 

3) Many boys did not go to school. 

Instead they went to live with 

tradesmen, like carpenters, to learn a 

trade.  
 

 

Do you think this was a good thing?  
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4) In the South East Transept you saw a brass of Sir 

Richard Delabere and his two wives. (One of his wives, 

Anne, was the sister of Edmund Audley.)  
 

How many children did he have altogether?___ 

5) Both of Sir Richard Delabere’s 

wives, and also the lady on the Denton 

tomb, are wearing a pomander.  
 

This was a decorated purse which held 

sweet smelling herbs and dried 

flowers like lavender. They carried 

them to hide the foul smells from the 

city streets.  
 
 

Tudors believed that bad smells 
caused disease.  

 

Do you think they were right? 

6) In Tudor times, babies often died at birth. 

Also, out of every 10 children that survived 

birth, 2 would die before they reached the age 

of fifteen. 
 

 

Why do you think this was?  
 

… Talk about it with a friend. Do you think the  
sentences below are correct? 
 

Tudors had a poor standard of cleanliness. 

Tudors had poor knowledge about healthy eating. 

There were no supermarkets. 

Tudors had a poor knowledge of medicine. 
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7) The font has a lid on it. In Tudor times 

this was to stop witches stealing the holy 

water.  
 

 

Do you think there were real witches in 
Tudor times ?  Why? 
 

...Talk about it with a friend. 

8) Sometimes, innocent old women were 

accused of being witches. They might be put 

on a ducking stool, or burnt at the stake. 
 

Do you think this was fair? 
 

...Talk about it with a friend. 

9) The poor in Tudor times had very few 

possessions and often lived next to rats and fleas 

in crowded, dirty rooms. 
 

Which of the following sentences and are true? 
 

… Talk about them with a friend. 
 

Towns were smelly and full of rotting rubbish. 

There was always a threat of disease or plague. 

The poor usually ate from wooden dishes. 

Only the rich could afford to have glass in their 

windows. 

The poor would own very few items of clothing. 

Sometimes poor people in towns might live in one room 

with 15 other people. 

Beggars had tin badges to say they were allowed to 

beg. 
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I bequeath my gold cup with a cover 

to my sister Johane Boddenham my 

gold cup with a cover battled about 

to Dame Cecill Bodenhôm my gold 

cup with a cover plain like to a bell 

to William Walwyné andé my 

scarlet gown lined with silk to my 

sister Elizabeth Bromwyche my 

sister in law, my scarlet gown furred 

with  pelisse my crimson gown lined 

with branched damask to Jane 

Bodenhôméandé my land in 

hampton I will that it go to our lady 

service in hampton to pray for my 

father and my mother and for me. 

10) This is part of the will of James Bromwich. Read it 

with a friend, then put a circle around the things that 

tell us he was rich.  
 

(You might find some of the Tudor words a bit 

strange.) 

10) Would you like to 

live in Tudor times or 

now?  
 

… Talk about it with a 
friend. Say why. 
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