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Notes for Teachers 
 

The Hereford Cathedral KS2 Pilgrimage Experience focuses on the question óWhat is worship and how is it 
expressed?ô It addresses the Christian perspective of the following issues included in section 2c, 
óExpressingô, of the Herefordshire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education: 
 

what makes a place sacred; 

how symbolic actions in everyday life express inner feelings and beliefs; 

what prayer is; how, when and why people pray; 

what pilgrimage is and why it is important to some religious believers today. 

 
The Teacherôs Pack contains support material for section 2c that can be used in preparation for bringing 
children to the cathedral for the KS2 Pilgrimage Experience. Some of the material can also be used across 
the curriculum. For example: 
 

the introductory page about special journeys provides an opportunity for speaking and listening in pairs;  

the work on Saint Thomas Cantilupe includes practice in sequencing and ordering numbers;  

the story about Ethelbert provides an opportunity to discuss and recount a story; 

and the extension work for the Ethelbert story gives an opportunity to introduce some geographical or 
architectural plan/map drawing. 

 
The pages of the pack are designed to be read by children and worked on in class, and the following table 
provides suggestions for additional teacher-led questions and extension work. Some of these are geared 
more towards meeting AT1, óLearning about religionô, and some more towards AT2, óLearning from religionô. 

 

TP page 
number/s 

Herefordshire  
Syllabus 

Additional suggested teacher-led questions for 
class discussion 

Suggested extension work 

1-2 what makes a 
place sacred 
 
 

Why do Christians think Jesus is special? AT1 

Why do you think Christians think the places 

where Jesus lived are special? AT1 

What did Jesusô disciples do? AT1 

Why do you think Christians think the  places 

where Jesusô disciples were are special? AT1 

Ask the children to: 
Write about óThe Special Place I go toô. AT2 
Include: 

Where it is 

Who you go with (it might be no-one but yourself) 

What you do when you get there 

Why it is special  

How it makes you feel 

3-4 what pilgrimage 
is and why it is 
important to 
some religious 
believers today. 
 
what prayer is; 
how, when and 
why people 
pray 
 
how symbolic 
actions in 
everyday life 
express inner 
feelings and 
beliefs 

Why was it so dangerous to go on pilgrimage in 

the Middle Ages? AT1 

Why do you think people went on pilgrimage, 

even though it was a hard and dangerous 
journey? AT1 

Why do you think people go on pilgrimage today? 

AT1 

What do you think they do when they get there?   

AT1 

What is prayer? AT1/AT2 

What things do you do to show how much you 

care about people? (giving birthday cards, 
motherôs day cards, gifts, hugging, sending text 
messages with smiley faces etc.) AT2 

Light a few candles or tea-lights in the classroom, 
ask the children to watch the flames and think about 
special things, people, places etc. AT2 
 
Ask the children to: 
Write a secret prayer . Copy it neatly onto a special 
card, like a birthday card, so it can be folded and 
kept secret. Decorate it . Keep it  carefully in a 
special place. AT2 

5 what makes a 
place sacred 

Why do you think the shrine of Thomas Becket 

became a holy place for Christians? AT1 

Why do you think the shrine of Thomas Cantilupe 

became a holy place for Christians? AT1 

 

6-9 how symbolic 
actions in 
everyday life 
express inner 
feelings and 
beliefs 

What do you think about the story? Was it fair? 

AT2 

Why do you think Ethelbert went to Mercia even 

though he had a warning not to? AT2 

What do you think Offa felt about an innocent boy 

being killed? AT2 

Why do you think Offa built a cathedral in the 

place where Ethelbert was buried? AT2 

Ask the children to: 
Design a special space for special thoughts or 
prayer. Call it óMy Special Spaceô. 
It could be a room inside, or a place outside; it might 
have cushions, carpets, pictures on the wall, 
candles, nice smells, cuddly toys, flowers, trees, 
music etc.  
Give the children a sheet of plain paper to first draw 
and label the map of their óspaceô before they write 
about it. AT2 



Special Journeys to Special Places  
 

Have you ever made a special journey to a special place? It could be a 

short journey to a place near your home, or it could be a long journey to 

a place far away. It could be somewhere you stayed  for a short time or 

a long time.  

Think about it, then work with a partner and take it in turns to ask  

these questions:   

 

                  

 

 

2. Who did you go with?  

1. Where did you go?  

3. How did you get there?  

5. What did you wear?  

4. What did you eat?  

6. What did you do when you got there?  

7. Who did you do it with?  

9. What was the most special thing about the journey?  

8. What was special for you about the place?  

1.  


